Dear cosmonaut!

I do not know whether you will receive my letter or not, but I really hope that one day you will find a little envelope containing my lines in your mail-box. 

My name is Alexandra and I am 17 years old. I live in a small industrial town in Russia which has a famous factory specialized on creating machinery, nuclear fuel and steel. I go to a gymnasium and do well at all subjects, but particularly I am interested in history, literature and social studies. I am going to increase my knowledge in these subjects so that to enter a prestigious university and to study the law. Having a great passion to music I graduated from a musical school last year so nowadays I can play the piano and the guitar. I cannot imagine my life without music and my i-pod which I take everywhere is full of songs of rock-bands. I generally devote most of my time to lessons, but when I have some free time I like to pass it with my friends going for a walk, watching films and just enjoying life as it is. So here are a few facts about me to create a portrait of the author of the letter.

  Now I’d like to tell you why I decided to make this letter. Since my childhood I have been always interested in mysterious and beautiful things and I cannot imagine what can be compared with space in this aspects. I have read lots of books telling about huge galaxies, far stars, bright comets and many other objects of space. When I was a little girl I was certain that one day I would fly as far as nobody had ever done and would learn about all unknown enigmas of the universe. But time passed, I grew up and my dreams changed too. Yet I am still keen on space. When I heard about the competition which suggested writing a letter to a cosmonaut I realized – it’s my chance! And here you are reading it!
First of all, I would like to wish you lots of luck before the start of your flight. I know that it is a very dangerous and responsible step. The success of your expedition entirely depends on harmonious work of thousands of scientists and engineers connected with perfect work of all mechanisms and engines. Do not be afraid of anything as you’ve got people all over the world worrying about you and waiting for your landing. 
Then I’d like to ask you a pair of questions. I really want to know how it is to be into the open space. I mean what does a person feel watching through a thick window of a spaceship at the deep blue expanse of the universe, at distant bright stars and at the small green-blue planet Earth, his home, shrouded in silver haze? I suppose this feeling cannot be described properly in words but do try to do it! And another thing I would like you to tell me about is your profession. Well, I wonder how it is to be a cosmonaut. Indeed, I guess it’s much more interesting and exiting then to be a driver or a lawyer, for instance. So tell me about your life: what you do every day, what are your interests, hobbies, what you do on a spaceship… I’d be very grateful to you if you could let me know some details about your wonderful profession!

Well, I have to finish my letter. Excuse my taking a part of your spare time because I am sure you are very busy. I really hope and look forward to receiving an answer from you.

 “Be brave and never give up” – this is my motto and I have no doubt you follow it too.
Best wishes,

Alexandra
